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Introduction 
S 

Screening and brief intervention (SBI) has been used in $! 
various healthcare setting, e.6 primary care, emergency 

To help reduce the worldwide escalating problem of substance 4 
departments, maternity and adolescent units, and occupational 

misuse, the World Health Organization (1VHO) recommends 
health care."12 The WHO study of the effectiveness of 

the Alcohol, Smoking and Substance Involvement Screening 
ASSIST-linked BI in Australia, Brazil, India and the USA 

Test (ASSIST) fdowed by brief intervention PI).' -'The ~ m m -  
i n ,  component allows for scoring of pattern of problems related 
to all legal and illegal substance use, and has cut-off points that - - 
s u w s t  harmful use and dependence. The principal aims of the tv. P--W(IP~DWO% c w p  rind K. SU- -t 

pmedun. are to ,dentiij. rmsuse at an early smge and M " i i j " e , u l ~  of Modidn+ P w  of.* u-,'.ws'%&~"?@'~o. 
T h a i b u l ) ~ ~ ~ . ~ A r u n p o n g p r b ~ P 3 q p m n e m o f P s l d r l n p X ~ o f ~  

offer help to people with ths problem. This comes in the form K h ~ ~ & & ~ U - r s i t y , ~ - f ~ ~ o ~ $ a f , n q i h v d ) .  . . , . .  .$ . . 
: . . 

of the intrnvnfion component-a brief, ensy-to-administer pro- ~ p a r i u i k r o a ~ n g h w n c h d , ~ s y & r r ~ & o r ~ ~ :  : . . .. . . . . 
cedure based on motivational ther~peutic principles, for whch Q u o o c q i B ~ I \ r s i s m n t k o t b r o r o f N ~  . . 

J. Guy Edanrb. Bmuims Cansultan[ P~yehirtdrt there is increasing evidence of effectiveness.'-- 

O The Aurhor 2014. Puhlirhcd by Oxford Univerri~ PWSI nn hchalf of 1:aculty ofPuhLc I lcdrh. rUI righu reretvcd. For pcrm~ssione, please e-mad: journals.pc.rrnissions@oup.com. 1 


