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Factors Predicting Caring Behavior of Caregiver for Medication Adherence of

School-age Children with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder*

Kannika Thainaphriao**, Orawan Nukaew***, Weena Chanchong****

Abstract

This descriptive predictive research design aimed to study factors predicting the
caring behavior of caregivers for medication adherence of school-age children with attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). The sample comprised 100 caregivers of school-age
children with ADHD (age 6-12 Years) who received treatment at Child Psychiatric Clinic in a
psychiatric hospital. The research instruments consisted of 5 parts: (1) demographic data,
(2) caregiver’s attitude toward ADHD medication used, (3) caregiver's perception on the
stigma of children with ADHD questionnaire, (4) caregiver's perception on ADHD medication
side effects questionnaire, and (5) caring behavior of caregivers for medication adherence
of children with ADHD. The content validity of all parts was verified by 3 experts. The CVI
values of parts 2, 3, 4 and 5 were .86, .84, 1 and .93 respectively. The reliability of parts 2,
3, 4, and 5 were tested using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient, yielding values of .81, .93, .70
and .83 respectively. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistic. The predictability of the
selected factors was analyzed using multiple regression (Backward Method).

The results showed that predictive factors could explain the caring behavior of
caregivers for medication adherence of school-age children with ADHD 10.4 (R* = .104, p <.05).
The factor that significantly predicted caring behavior was the attitude toward ADHD

medication use (B = .281, p < .05). The result of this study could be applied caregiver’s
attitude toward ADHD medication as basic information to develop nursing care to improve

caregivers’ caring behavior for medication adherence of school-age children with ADHD.
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