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Abstract

Adolescents in Thailand’s Deep South are growing up amid protracted
instability, yet limited research has left a critical gap in understanding their
strengths, stressors, and unmet support needs. This study aimed to gain
understanding of daily lives and well-being of orphaned adolescents in the
Deep South to inform future intervention efforts. In total, 10 orphaned
adolescents and their primary caregivers were recruited for study
participation. Adolescents participated in a visual ethnography study over
the course of 2 days to “show us a day in your life with photos,” with follow-
up interviews to discuss their photos. Caregivers participated in a focus
group discussion about the challenges of caring for orphaned adolescents
and supports that would be helpful in alleviating these challenges. Qualitative
transcripts were coded by five researchers from multiple disciplines to
identify emergent themes using a grounded theory approach. Themes
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