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ABSTRACT

Very few research studies in nursing education have been investigated beneficial teaching/learning
effects of “active learning” approach upon lecturers. This preliminary study was conducted with the aims to
explore 1) lecturer's perceived attitudes of the “novice” upon the “active learning” approach, 2) their
perceived experiences in utilizing relevant “teaching techniques”, upon a community health nursing
practicum, and 3) supporting/inhibiting factors against this approach. Key informants were full time lecturers
in department of Public Health Nursing, willing to participate, and have supervised undergraduate nursing
students in the field within the past two calendar years. Several qualitative research techniques were used in
gathering information: in-depth interview by using semi-guideline questions to ask six lecturers’
responsesindividually; participatory observation while jointly supervised students; and secondary documents
collection, such as, student’s self-reflective diary, etc. Content analysis was used to analyze the saturated
data, revealing emerging themes. “Triangulation” techniques were used to confirm data interpretation. Most

participants perceived positive attitudes towards this approach. All supported its’ necessity and

appropriateness in teaching-learning activities. Most utilized various “active learning” teaching techniques,
and adapted properly to fit well with actual situations. Three groups of teaching techniques were categorized:
the “easy” usage, the “modest” use, and the “unique” using. Four dimensions of supporting/inhibiting factors
were found: lecturers, students, community settings, and time constraints. Positive attitudes could enhance
utilizing this approach successfully. Learning-teaching experiences should be shared among faculty
members. Solving the obstacles should be supported in order to obtain utmost beneficial effects for nursing

students and communities as well.
Keywords : | Perceived Attitudes and Experiences, Active Learning, Teaching Techniques,

Community Health Nursing Practicum
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