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Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder in School-Age Children: The Influence

of Selected Factors on Mothers’ Perception of Behavioral Problems
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Abstract

This predictive study aimed to examine the influence of selected factors on mothers’
perception of behavioral problems in school-age children with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD). Purposive sampling was used to select 91 mothers who took school-age
children (6-12 years) with ADHD to the Southern Institute of Child and Adolescent Mental
Health. The data were collected using 7 questionnaires: 1) demographic data, 2) family
relationship, 3) family health routines, 4) family functioning, 5) relationship family environment,
6) mothers’ behavior, and 7) behavioral problems of school-age children with ADHD. The
second to sixth questionnaires were tested for reliability using Cronbach’s alpha coefficients,
yielding values of .94, .98, .88, .77 and .74, respectively. The reliability of the seventh
questionnaire was tested using Kuder—Richardson, yielding a value of .84. Descriptive statistics
and stepwise multiple regression were used for data analysis.

The results revealed that the mean total scores of the family relationship (M=3.23,
SD=0.46) and family health routines (M=3.09, SD=0.30) were at a high level. The mean total
scores of the family functioning (M=2.89, SD=0.42) and mothers’ behavior (M=2.76, SD=0.19)
were at a moderate level. The of the relationship family environment (M=19.70, SD=2.86) was
at a good level. The mean total score of the behavioral problems (M=21.48, SD=3.89) was at
a having problem level. A score of 51.8 percent of the variance of the behavioral problems of
school-age children with ADHD perceived by mothers was explained by the family relationship
(B=-.488, p<.001), the family functioning (=.259, p<.01), and the mothers’ behavior (B=-.242,
p<.05). The family health routines and relationship family environment could not predict the
behavioral problems of children. Thus, nurses who take care of children with ADHD should
provide nursing care by educating the mothers regarding the factors influencing behavioral
problems such as the family relationship, family functioning, and mothers’ behavior. By doing
this, mothers will be able to provide better care for their children resulting in proper behaviors
of the children with ADHD.

Keywords: Selected Factors, Behavioral Problems, School-age Children, Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder, ADHD, Mothers
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SD=0.27)
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