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Factors Related to Integration of Eastern Wisdom into Nursing

Practice*
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Abstract

This study is a correlational research aiming to investigate the relationship between integration
of eastern wisdom into nursing practice and five variables: attitude, knowledge, skills in using eastern
wisdom, policy and support of hospitals and health professional organizations, and accessibility of
academic health support related to eastern wisdom. The nurse’s role in integrative nursing practice
was classified as healer, facilitator and coordinator. Data were collected between May and August,
2011. The samples were 557 professional nurses working at primary, secondary and tertiary health
care setting in government hospitals located in the lower Southern region of the country. The data
were analyzed using percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Pearson Product of Moment Correlation.

The results of the study showed that average mean scores of integrative nursing practice
were at a moderate level for individual role and the total role scores. The results of this study revealed
that attitude, skills in using eastern wisdom, policy and support of hospitals and health professional
organizations, as well as accessibility of academic health support for eastern wisdom had a positive
correlation with the integrative nursing practice (p < .01). There was however no correlation between
knowledge and integrative nursing practice. The findings indicated that there might be a need of

strategies at policy level to encourage the nurses to practice integrative care.
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